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The State Central Administiration for Statistics in Hasi Cermany

(Stadtliche Zentralverwaltung fner Statistilk - StZ£ST)

This report on the GOR Stabc Central Administration for Statistics
was preparsd In respense to a requasts® for informsiion on the orgfm:?,.%
zetional strueture including Back;:mund dat:, the identity and bio-
graphic sketches of key persomnel and the genersl intelligence
requirenents that eould ve fulfilled by [ ¢ thie ¥est 25X1C
Garman Agency.

I, S8tructure and Hission

The State Central Administration for Statistics (StZfST) is a
seni-autonomous statistical unit consisting of appro:imately 500
employees, which is subordinate to the GDR State Planning Commission. 1/
It is the apex of the Fast German aystem of statistical ecornomic
reporting and has the primary funciion of providing the 3tate Plaming
Carmmission and the Party with comprehensivae information needed for-
the formulation of econcmie plans and the observation of their ful-
fillment, 2/ It is nelther an exscutive agoncy within the governaent,
nor 15 $ coneerned with any planning or with: the implamentatien of
plan direstives, 3/ The bLirector, Heinz Rauch, is not one of the
eight deputy chairmen of the State Planning Commission, There ia m

gounterpart to the SLZIST in the governmen! of tre Tmited States.

25X1A * Request from Study of the UDR State Office fo-

Statisties, 2l April

Y i ; sy e
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The Structure of the 2tZf9 is pstterned after that of the
State Flanning Conmission. §i/ It currently comprises ten msjor
cperating units or maln adm'nistrations conforming to the major
ssctors into which the (DR economy is dividez (See Chart), 5/ Whenw
ever changes are made in the groupings of these economle sectors,
esorresponding chanpes appear in the main administrations of the SLAFST,
In addition to the ten main operating units, there ere the customary
administrative departments, such ae personnel, training, reneral
administration, and similar unite, The SLIfST, however, has in additioen
a machine tabulation unlt - the largest in Fast Cermarny == which pre-
pares reports and vhich serves also as a repository for operating
statistios, g The structure of the StIfBT is given in the accempanying
chart together with the nmmes of the various depariment heads,
II, Fanctions and fesporsibilities

The functions and responsibilities of the StZfST are limited to
the eollection, collation end raénxﬁingg of statistical deta on all
aspects of trade, industry, agriculiure, transportation and populaiion
and health, with the exception of data on government inances whieh
1s the rasponsibility of the Ministry of Finance, and educational
statistics which is the responsibility of the Ministry of Fducatien. 74
The basic fljures are received by teletype dirsctly from the opersaiing
units, such as factories, banks, machine tracter stations, and other

sources, Addidionsl data, larpely of a summary nature, ars receivod
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througzh the Ceatral Administration*s regiomal offices (Beszirk's and
Ereisstsllen). 8/

Statistical reports arc prepared from these basic Pigures, both
on a routine and on an ad hoc basis, 9/ The routine reports--largely
showing the progress of production--sre prepared monthly by the Tth
of the following month, quarterly by the 15th of the following morth,
and ammally after all production records for the year have been
received, The ad hog reports, which seem to contribute to most of
the work lead,reprasent special reporis for top administration and
Party officials. Becsuse of the heavy tabulation schedule, the
machine tabulation unit is reported to be cperating continuously
on & Zh-hour, 3-shift, basis. 10/

Background information on this statistical crgan reveals nc
‘ significant changes since its establishment at the time of the

formation of the fJerman Democratic Republic in 1949. Tt nem always
been a service unit. 11/ Originally it was known as the Centrel
Statistical Durean. 12/ In July 1952 when the GIR embarked on ite
progran to speed up the soclalization of the sconomy, the Bureaw
was remamed the State Central Administration for Statistics. 13/
The importance of statistics iﬂ"hhe plamping and fulfillment of
national objectives was reeognized early in the life of the German
Demogratic Hepublic and was Lhe subjeet of a decree on 16 February
1950, 13a/ This decree pmovided for a centralized and uniforn

reporting system in order to insure an effective control cver plan

SRET NOFORN  pgorme oo
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felfillment. The training, selsction, and disposition of
statistical persosnel in the GDR, as well as funds for ithe suppurt
of statistical work, wesplaced under the eontrol of the statistieal
office,and the regional offices of the GDR were instructed to give
thelr greatest possible support to this work. Beginning with the
second quarter 1959; all budgets for statistical service were to
bf:gzggther and submitied as & swmmary total in the GOR adget.

bkl
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III, Main Administrations and Their Responsibilities
The reaponsibilities of the variocus main deparbments of the

Ceatral Administration for Statistics may be sammarized as Pellows:
Bain Adwinistration I {Coordinsticon) - responsible for
soordinstion of orerations within the Central Administrztion and for
general statistical re;pﬂrting on the GDR economy, This main admini-
stration suthorizes anéd supervises ;*tatistiﬁai compilations {Znsam-
menstellungen) covering more than cne ecouomiec field, Heports
limited to & single £3eld are usually prepared direcily by ome of
the other main adnini strations respomsible for the subject matter,
The coordination function of this main administration includes, in
sddition, statistical techniques, forms, quesilionnaires, cross-
sectionsl studies, and the publication of statistical data on the GDE
sconomy for use within the OUR government, The monthly pahlicatian,:

Statistische Praxis, is also the responsibility of cne ef the unitis
within this maln sdministration. |
Hain Administration II (Industry and Handicrafi) - responsible
for the compilation of all industrial production data, includin: those
of VEB's, cooperatives and private factories and shops, Recently
this matn department became responsible also for dsta dealing with
aapital invesimenis, repalr, and expansion of produetion fasilities,
Main Adwinistration III (Agrieulture) - responsible for the
compilation of sll production data dealing with agriculture and forestry.

I IN ] i o
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Nain idm.niutmtion IV (Traffic) - responsible for the
compilation of statistical data dealing with traffic in the GIR
including railroads, ships, highways, urban and inter-urban t:aaza
portation systems; as well as the conmmnications sysiems snch as
postal, telsphone, telsgraph, and teletype. -

Main Administration ¥V (Investments) - This main department
wes dissolvad in Mareh 1955 and iis responsibilities distributed W
‘Main Admimdstration II and Main Administration VIL.

Main Administration VI (Manpower) - responsible for the
campilation of all data dealing with the labor forge,

Main Adsinistration VII (Finamces) - responasible for the
compilation of financial data of factories and their wage scales.
This administration els- compiles data on living standards.

Main Administration VIIX {Poreign Trade) - rasponsible for
all compileiions on imports sad exports, including trade condncted
with Western Jormany end other non-Blec areas,

Main Administration IX {Material Procurement) - responsible
for the compilatiom of statistical information on the procursment
of raw materials, and the available inventory of these materials at
factories and in various stockpiles, inciluding reserves. Thecze
records are concernad only with the ectusl Hse and avallability of
materisls, not with their plammed alloeatlon. Rather comprshensive
reports are prepared monthly and semi-annually by this main admini-
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stration on printed forms which insclude the interchange and con~
sumption of materials by firms, These reports are purely for
operationel purposes. It 1s reportec that this main administrstion
will be dissolved early in 1956 and ko ite records whikhebe distri-
buted to the appropriate remaining main adwministrations,

Main Administration I (Prices) - responsible for the compi-
lation of prices, both wholesale and retail, of zoods and materials
involved ‘n internal trade, I% wo:ld appear, thersfore, thet this
pain administration is concerned chiefly with the compilation of
statistics on the distriution of eonsumer goods within Zast Cormany,
the wholesale and retail prices of these goods, and the supply
available for distiribution,

Main Administration XY (Population, Culture, Heslth, and
Socigl Matters) - msmiblel for the compllation of data on the
health, growth, and welfare of the GUR population. dost of the
reports preparad by this am.ni,st:gtien mizht be classified under
the gemersl category of medical statistics.

Btatistical Technical Department (IBM Machine Tabulation)-
respansible for all moachine tabulations of statistical data., This
installstion, reporited to be the largest in Easi Germany, functions
also as a central records file, Its operations are very strietly
controlled and no information is released, even when reguested by
& ODR min‘ster, without the approvel of the director of the Centrd

0:TICID CONTROL
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Administration for 8tatistics. The equipment is rented from the
American Office Machine Company in Munich and is raported to be old
and badly in peed of repalr because of its contimious use by threc
shifts. <To overcome the shortage of spare paris, the wateh industry
in Bast Cemmany has attempted to mamufacture the required spare parts,
and with some suceess, Parts for the IBM Tabulator (Sumen Raffer),
however, have not been vaucceasm}.y produeed because of the very cl se
tolerances involved, amounting %o 1/100 mm., These parts can only be
obtainad through the IBM Branch Offfice in Munich., The Hollerith carda
wore formerly purchased also from the ?&mich Office, but have heen
succassfully produced in East Germany since 1953,

The responsibllities of the remaining departments such as
personnel, training, genoral administration and typing pool, involve

the customary housekeeping functions and require no further explanation,
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Iv. Idaat;’t-j and Biographie Sketches of Xey Pgrsonnel

Informstion on key personnel in the StZf3T is submitted in
Appsndix I, Apparently, stricter security checks are mads of personnel
employed by the StZfST than for thoss working in other branches of ﬁhe
govermmsent, For example, the size of the T/0 of the StZfST remained
at about 600 employees for a mumber of vears prier to the 1955 reor-
ganization, 16/ At that time, the T/0 was roduced to approximately
1450-500 employees of which about 1/3 are confirmed Communists or 5B
members, a very high proportion. 17/ The reason for this reduction
in foree was ascribed teo required savings in the cocal of administration,
It wes noticed, however, that only mon-Party members and those whose
political affiliations might be suspected were released, such as the
middle-aged or elderly persons. In addition, the Kampfgruppe of the
8t2I5T was assigned the task of maintsining a two-man guard constantly
over classified docwments, 18/ This guard sugmented the usual security
guards matntained in all govermment buildings,

The list of key personnel in Appendix T is limited in this report,
to the top sdministrative level, Much more informatisn could be
unéovered, particularly in the lower administrative brackets, if more
research time eoculil be dewoted Lo the exploitation of sources not
readily available, This would require a atrqhm and scrutiny of

many dafector reperts,

R R \JU .....
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V. Intelligence Fequirements That Couta Be Muirsiied 3y |G

25X1C
The reports prepared by the St2f8T7 include production data om

| & monthly, quarterly and anmual basis. Summary totals m siven by
{ndustry aad by the respomsible mintstry, In addition, reworts wve
prepare:d on the production of 3% basic comodities, OSome of the
production dats are given in monetary enits from shicn 1t should be
posaibls to draw conslusions with reference to priges. Manpowst
data as well as sveraze wage rates are alao tablated,

The quartarly and anmmal reports apparently show a cumparison
with the plan totele giving alse the parcentages of fulfillment,
Some of this information haz appeared im ODE publications in Kast
Germeny, but in these instances tho record of plan fulfillment was
preosented only in psrecentage totals,

25X1C I i1 % statistical azency therefore shouls pro=
duce consideraile information psricdically on producilon which should
be usefull in dewsloping estimuites of natienal incoms ang gross
nationsl produet, the growth of vario:s ecozomic seclors and the
sueeess of the rezime in fulfilling its plan ehjaefﬁm. Some
information would alsoc bBecome available,probably sccasionally rather
than periedieslly,which weuld provide intelligance on prices, wase

rates, znd meppower. The nature of the information would be somcwhat

Shbie’ o\ CONTINUED CONTROL
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comparatle to that avallable in the US Census Sureau or the U3
Department of Commerce.

On the other hand, the information could nol be expected to

17911 reguirements concerned with poliey decisions or the activities

25X1C
of the GUR planners,

25X1C

The unknown in this appraisal of the nssfulness of the StZ{sT

in the production of imtelligence is the walue of the ad hoe repori,
Apparently many of these reporits are prepared by the StZf3T in responss

to specific regquests, No information, unfortunately, is availabls

L OFORN  CONTILCC ¢
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&t prasent as Lo the nature or scope of theses reports. They might
prove %9 be a valuable source or they might be largely an interin
‘report giving early information to the State Planning Commission.
Since no iInformation is available, no attempt is made to appraise the

value of this souree in the production of intelligence,
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State, HICOG, )
Commission®, & Jun b

8, Walter Brumn,

dog Serline’s

’s’m Bmdminiaum fuer gessmtdeukche Fragen, Ein Taschex
: by oh aber;i;,& ‘%mr atisahemntaz ngEzone

25X1A 13«
3 3o leglerung %Mschen Pepuhlik,
eSO LA LRLE 955, p‘ a7, gy
13a, Verordnung ueber die Neuorganisation des stat g , 16
February §0 Gesetzblatt, 21 Feb 50, Nr. 15, pp 99-100, U. Eval RR-2,
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